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COMPETITIVE CHEERLEADING AND DISTRICT RISK

Because of Assembly Bill 949 and effective July 1, 2017, the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF)
recognizes Competitive Cheer as an interscholastic sport as of the start of the 2017-2018 school year.
CIF has developed a set of guidelines, procedures, and safety standards for this new sport, including
safety education requirements for coaches (paid and unpaid). Districts that offer any form of
cheerleading, including Sideline Cheer which may be impacted if the cheer squads compete against
others, should review their programs to see if their cheer programs fall under this new sport, and if
program activities are subject to CIF Bylaws. District boards should ask their athletic departments the
following questions:

o Do our existing cheer teams patrticipate in
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Competition Cheer as Sport: AB 949 which | sport. Districts should consider the above factors in
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NEXT STEPS

ASCIP recommends that Districts with cheerleading programs adopt the CSBA recommendations. Other
sites worth exploring include the National Federation of State High School Association (NFHS) Spirit Rule
Book (NFHS is official rule book followed by CIF), American Association of Cheerleading Coaches and
Administrators’ (AACCA’s) Cheerleader Safety Rules and the AACCA Spirit Safety Certification.

Please contact your ASCIP risk services consultant at (562) 404-8029 to discuss further.



http://www.cifcs.org/governance/constitution-and-bylaws/17-competitive-cheer
https://www.csba.org/~/media/CSBA/Files/GovernanceResources/GovernanceBriefs/201707CompetitionCheerFactSheet.ashx?_cldee=Y29vcmF5QGFzY2lwLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-5fe4ff2ffe75e51180e9005056b02a09-ba8fc7d1b4ec43fb890e623e6821aa7e&esid=b85784b3-b977-e711-8100-005056b02a09
https://www.csba.org/~/media/CSBA/Files/GovernanceResources/GovernanceBriefs/201707CompetitionCheerFactSheet.ashx?_cldee=Y29vcmF5QGFzY2lwLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-5fe4ff2ffe75e51180e9005056b02a09-ba8fc7d1b4ec43fb890e623e6821aa7e&esid=b85784b3-b977-e711-8100-005056b02a09
http://www.nfhs.com/c-229-spirit.aspx
http://www.nfhs.com/c-229-spirit.aspx
http://aacca.org/safety-rules/
https://nfhslearn.com/courses/10000/aacca-spirit-safety-certification

